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Daisy & Rainbow

CHILD SAFEGUARDING POLICY and Procedures

Children have the right to be safe from harm. We take our responsibilities of care very seriously and
ensure that we have systems in place to protect children from harm. If we suspect a child may be
being abused in any way whether physically, emotionally, sexually or by neglect, we have a robust
system to follow.

Confidential Child Records are kept on a separate secure drive — all documents are password
protected. '

Everyone has responsibility for the welfare and safety of the children who attend our settings. At
Daisy and Rainbow Childcare the Designated Safeguarding Lead, DSL, is the CEO and the Deputy
Designated Safeguarding Lead, DDSL, is the Inclusion Manager. Each Setting Lead will be the first
point of contact for all team and volunteers if the DSL/DDSL is not immediately available. Other
senior manager or lead team members are trained at the enhanced level if deemed appropriate to
their roles.

Key Documents used to support this, and linked, policies include

Keeping children safe in education 2025

Safeguarding children and protecting professionals in early years settings

Protective security and preparedness for the education sector Lockdowns and Security
OE-Early-Years-Information-Sharing.pdf Information Sharing

Safeguarding policies, guidance and training - Support for schools and settings Devon Guidance
Doc ‘

Other policies Linked to this Document include
Acceptable Behaviour Policy Nov 19.doc

Health and Safety Dec 25 DRAFT.doc
Confidentiality policy June 21.rtf -

Lone Working June 21.docx

Suicide Policy Oct 2019.docx

Online Safety May 21 DRAFT.docx

Whistle Blowing Policy Nov 25 DRAFT.doc
R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING\LockDowns
Data protection policy Feb 24.doc

All documents used to support this po|i¢y can be found here:
R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING
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DEFINITIONS OF ABUSE

Physical Abuse -
Physical abuse is where a child may be the victim of being hit, shaken, poisoned, punched, kicked,
scalded, burnt, drowned, or suffocated. It can also result when a parent or carer deliberately causes

R:\Centre Admin\Policies\Policies\ALL Policies\Safeguarding policy June 21.doc Last saved by
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the ill health of a child to seek attention through fabricated or induced illness. Symptoms may include
bruising, burn marks, scarring, signs of fingerprints on the skin, unusual markings on the skin.
Children may present themselves as shying away from quick movements, cowering, and showing
emotional fear responses to certain activities or stimuli or may be aggressive themselves.
° FGM, female genital mutilation: NHS - Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
° Information on Bruises: R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING\Brusies

e Fabricated and Induced illness: NHS - Fabricated or Induced lliness

If it is an immobile child, then any bruise or physical injury should be treated as a non-accidental
injury.

Bruising, skin mark or injury in babies and children - Devon Children and Families Partnership
Bruising and Injuries to Non-Mobile Children (proceduresonline.com)

Emotional Abuse

Emotional Abuse is where a child’s need for love, security, recognition, and praise is not met. It may
involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of someone else, such as in domestic violence or domestic
abuse. A parent, carer or authority figure is considered emotionally abusive when they are
consistently hostile, rejecting, threatening, or undermining a child or other family member. It can also
occur when children are prevented from having social contact with others or if inappropriate
expectations are placed upon them. Symptoms that indicate emotional abuse include:

Excessively clingy or attention seeking; Very low self-esteem or excessive self-criticism; Withdrawn
behaviour or fearfulness; Lack of appropriate boundaries with strangers; too eager to please; eating
disorders or self-harm and inappropriate level of expectation upon self.

Sexual Abuse

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities,
whether, or not, the child is aware of what is happening. This may include physical contact both
penetrative and non-penetrative or viewing pornographic material including using the internet.
Indicators of sexual abuse include allegations or disclosures, genital soreness, injuries or disclosure,
sexually transmitted diseases, inappropriate sexualized behaviour including words, play or drawing.
Further information can be sourced here:

® Sexual Abuse One Minute Guide: No.3 Child Sexual Abuse - Support for schools and settings

° Resource link to NSPCC “PANTS”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IL07JOGU50

° And the NSPCC Pants Guidance tool: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-
children-safe/underwear-rule/

° This tool is particularly helpful to be able to-be able to better spot the possible signs that a

child may be sexually abused: https://www.brook.org.uk/our-work/the-sexual-behaviours-traffic-light-
tool

Neglect

Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs which can
significantly harm their health and development. Neglect can include inadequate supervision (being
left alone for long periods of time), lack of stimulation, social contact or education, lack of appropriate
food, shelter, appropriate clothing for conditions and medical attention and treatment when
necessary.

Indicators of Neglect include growth delay, continuous hunger, inability to meet child emotional need,
poor hygiene, and poor attendance at the setting.

R:\Centre Admin\Policies\Policies\ALL Policies\Safeguarding policy June 21.doc Last saved by
Finance  7/6/2023 1:49:00 PM



e Further supporting information: R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING\NEGLECT
° Child neglect strategy and toolkit - Devon ngequardinq Children Partnership

PARENTAL FACTORS

Parent Mental Health — Domestic Abuse — Parental Addictions (Drugs, Alcohol, Gambling and
Gaming) '

We are alert to the presentation of parents and the wider circumstances of the family and what their
needs may be. We understand that relationships, previous traumas, current traumas, poor finances,
and housing can lead to a parent suffering poor mental health. A further outcome may be that a
parent becomes addicted to something which initially may be designed to soothe their ills but then
becomes a negative addiction. ‘

This will all certainly impact upon the child and their own well-being. The abuse may not be

intentional, however the effect upon the child will be very real.
R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING\Signs of abuse\Qutcomes of subsance, domestic abuse and parental mental health.docx

. Parental Domestic Abuse
We are alert to relationships between parents and know that any controlling behaviours, physical
abuse, emotional abuse, or animosity will necessarily impact the child.

Children may suffer unintentional abuse as the result of a parent accessing illicit substances, being
the perpetrator or victim of domestic abuse or as the result of poor maternal or paternal mental

health. :
R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING\Signs of abuse\Outcomes of subsance, domestic abuse and parental mental health.docx
Key Contact - Home - Devon Domestic Abuse Alliance Devon Domestic Abuse Alliance

ACEs and TOXIC Stress

We know that a child’s personal and family history will deeply affect how vulnerable a child may
become to becoming vulnerable abuse. We train our team to be alert to family history and to be
aware of the impact this may have on a child’s vulnerability.

Childhood Trauma and the Brain | UK Trauma Council
UK Trauma Council . ‘
Toxic Stress : What is toxic stress?

CULTURAL

Breast Flattening
Breast Flattening — National FGM Centre

Female Genital Mutilation

We are alert to the potential risks that a child could be subjected to female genital mutilation. This
may be the case for an older sibling, or we should be alert to the prospect that a child may be led to
believe that it is a cultural norm in their family and community.

We support our very young children to establish a sense of self and to gain a voice and questioning
mind. We support children to be able to develop trusting relationships with safe adults and to know
that their body is theirs alone. See the NSPCC Pantasaurus information:
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R:\Centre Curriculum\SAFEGUARDING\Pantasaurus

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-
procedural-information

CONTEXTUAL SAFEGUARDING

This recognises that as children grow and develop the influences around them extend from the micro
family that they are a part of. We seek to stay alert to the risks within our community and the
environment our children and their siblings are accessing. Partnerships with a wider group of
agencies are essential.

Adolescent Safety Framework - Devon Safeguarding Children Partnership

Home - Safer Devon
No. 17 Contextual Safequarding - Support for schools and settings

Grooming

We are alert to the pattern of grooming that will take place prior to exploitation taking place. This may
happen in person or online and may take a relatively short period of time or take place over a number
of years so that the person does not recognise that it is happening to them. The individual is
Targeted, a Friendship is formed, a Loving Relationship is established this then develops into an
Abusive / Exploitative Relationship once dependence is established.

Child Sexual Exploitation

We maintain an awareness of Child sexual exploitation (CSE) — a form of sexual abuse that involves
the manipulation and/or coercion of young people under the age of 18 into sexual activity - to support
any conversation, we may have, with parents who may have concerns for older siblings at home.

With under 5s our focus is to support children to have an initial understanding of positive and safe
relationships.

Key Information Sources

Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is happening here in Devon

Child sexual exploitation | Devon & Cornwall Police

Home - Safer Devon

Information about Incels Incel Ideology Explained - Safeline

Child Criminal Exploitation

County Lines and Gangs

We work with the wider family and remain alert to the possible impact from the community or within
the household of County Lines. County Lines describes the influence that drugs crossing county
borders into Devon may have upon our families, typically a gang will “use” young people and
vulnerable individuals to embroil them into their bidding. The drugs then in turn bring their own level
of destructive influence into families. Young people may, too, become deeply influenced by a gang
culture which is controlled typically by threat, intimidation, and violence. We remain alert to these
possible influences and will report to the police if we have any suspicions or evidence which may
support them to arrest any offenders.

County lines | Devon & Cornwall Police

Home - Safer Devon
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